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May 16, 2013
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 143—RECOG-
NIZING THE THREATS TO FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS AND EX-
PRESSION AROUND THE WORLD
AND REAFFIRMING FREEDOM OF
THE PRESS AS A PRIORITY IN
THE EFFORTS OF THE UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT TO PRO-
MOTE DEMOCRACY AND GOOD
GOVERNANCE ON THE OCCASION
OF WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY
ON MAY 3, 2013

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 143

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted at Paris December 10, 1948, states
that ‘‘everyone has the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without inter-
ference and to seek, receive, and impart in-
formation and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers’’;

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year
as World Press Freedom Day to celebrate the
fundamental principles of freedom of the
press, to evaluate freedom of the press
around the world, to defend the media from
attacks on its independence, and to pay trib-
ute to journalists who have lost their lives in
the exercise of their profession;

Whereas 2013 is the 20th anniversary of
World Press Freedom Day, which focuses on
the theme ‘‘Safe to Speak: Securing Free-
dom of Expression in All Media’’;

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the
Press Act of 2009 (22 U.S.C. 2151 note; Public
Law 111-166), which was passed by unanimous
consent in the Senate and signed into law by
President Barack Obama in 2010, expanded
the examination of freedom of the press
around the world in the annual human rights
report of the Department of State;

Whereas, according to Freedom House, the
percentage of people in the world who live in
countries with a free media environment fell
to 14 percent in 2012, the lowest percentage
in more than a decade;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, 88 journalists and 47 citizen journal-
ists were killed in 2012 in connection with
their collection and dissemination of news
and information, an increase of 33 percent
and 840 percent, respectively, compared to
2011;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the five deadliest countries for jour-
nalists in 2012 were Syria, Somalia, Paki-
stan, Mexico, and Brazil;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, 593 journalists have
been murdered since 1992 without the per-
petrators of those crimes facing punishment;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, the five countries with
the highest number of unsolved journalist
murders since 2003 as a percentage of the
population of that country are Iraq, Soma-
lia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Colombia;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, 879 journalists and 144 citizen jour-
nalists were arrested in 2012;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, there were a record 232
journalists in prison worldwide on December
1, 2012;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the five countries in which the most
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journalists are imprisoned are
China, Eritrea, Iran, and Syria;

Whereas the abuse of anti-terrorism and
cybercrime laws to incarcerate journalists
and suppress freedom of the press occurred
on numerous occasions abroad in 2012;

Whereas freedom of the press is a key com-
ponent of democratic governance, the activ-
ism of civil society, and socio-economic de-
velopment;

Whereas, in the ongoing political transi-
tion of Burma, notable progress was made in
advancing freedom of the press in 2012, al-
though certain problems remain; and

Whereas freedom of the press enhances
public accountability, transparency, and par-
ticipation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses concern about the threats to
freedom of the press and expression around
the world on the occasion of World Press
Freedom Day on May 3, 2013;

(2) commends journalists around the world
for the essential role they play in promoting
government accountability, defending demo-
cratic activity, and strengthening civil soci-
ety, despite threats to their safety;

(3) pays tribute to the journalists who have
lost their lives carrying out their work and
calls on governments abroad to thoroughly
investigate and seek to resolve all cases
while ensuring the protection of witnesses;

(4) condemns all actions around the world
that suppress freedom of the press;

(5) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of
the press to efforts by the United States
Government to support democracy, mitigate
conflict, and promote good governance do-
mestically and around the world; and

(6) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State—

(A) to improve the means by which the
United States Government rapidly identifies,
publicizes, and responds to threats against
freedom of the press around the world; and

(B) to highlight the issue of threats
against freedom of the press year-round.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION  144—CON-
CERNING THE ONGOING CON-
FLICT IN THE DEMOCRATIC RE-
PUBLIC OF THE CONGO AND THE
NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL EF-
FORTS SUPPORTING LONG-TERM
PEACE, STABILITY, AND OB-
SERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr. ISAKSON) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 144

Whereas, since the 1990s, an estimated
5,000,000 people have died due to repeated cy-
cles of conflict, lack of governance, and
atrocities in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, particularly those in North and
South Kivu provinces, and, since the begin-
ning of 2012, more than 2,000,000 people have
been displaced;

Whereas the United Nations and humani-
tarian groups have reported staggering rates
of sexual violence indicating tens of thou-
sands of cases perpetrated by security forces
of the Government of the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo and non-state armed groups,
which continue to operate with nearly total
impunity;

Whereas human rights defenders in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo have been
subject to intimidation and attack;

Whereas the Democratic Republic of the
Congo’s wealth of natural resources, includ-
ing minerals, have been a key driver of insta-
bility and violence;

Turkey,

S3581

Whereas the deeply flawed November 2011
presidential election in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo presented significant po-
litical, economic, and social challenges, and
provincial and local elections still have not
been conducted despite plans to hold such
elections in 2012;

Whereas the Democratic Republic of the
Congo remains subject to recurring conflict
despite one of the world’s longest-running,
largest, and most expensive international
peacekeeping operations and extensive bilat-
eral and multilateral efforts to address long-
standing humanitarian crises, forge lasting
peace, and pursue security sector reform and
accountability;

Whereas members of civil society and po-
litical parties from both the majority and
the opposition in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo created the National Preparatory
Committee (Comité National Préparatoire or
CNP) to lay the groundwork for convening a
national forum and dialogue with the goal of
putting an end to the multifaceted crisis
that afflicts the Democratic Republic of the
Congo;

Whereas, on November 15, 2012, the United
Nations Group of Experts provided compel-
ling evidence that the crisis in eastern Congo
had been fueled and exacerbated by regional
actors, including through provision of sig-
nificant military and logistical assistance
and of operational and political support to
the armed group known as the M23;

Whereas the United Nations and United
States Government have imposed sanctions
on the M23 and its leaders for human rights
atrocities including rape, massacres, and the
recruitment and physical and psychological
torture of child soldiers;

Whereas, on March 18, 2013, International
Criminal Court (ICC) indictee and leader of a
faction of the M23 rebel group, Bosco
Ntaganda, turned himself in to the United
States Embassy in Kigali, asking to be
transferred to the ICC in The Hague, where
he voluntary surrendered on March 22, 2013;

Whereas the Lord’s Resistance Army con-
tinues to perpetrate attacks against civilian
populations in affected areas of northeastern
Congo, creating widespread insecurity and
displacement;

Whereas the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Rwanda, and 9 other countries on
February 24, 2013, signed the Peace, Security
and Cooperation Framework that provides
for a comprehensive approach to the ongoing
conflict;

Whereas the United Nations Security
Council adopted Resolution 2098 on March 28,
2013, extending the mandate of the United
Nations Organization Stabilization Mission
(MONUSCO) and authorizing the creation of
an intervention brigade tasked with neutral-
izing armed groups; and

Whereas, on March 18, 2013, United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon appointed
former President of Ireland and High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson,
to serve as Special Envoy for the Great
Lakes region: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-Moon’s commitment and
leadership to resolving the crisis in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and his
appointment of Mary Robinson as United Na-
tions Special Envoy to the Great Lakes;

(2) supports the commitments agreed to by
the signatories of the Peace, Security and
Cooperation (in this resolution, the ‘“‘Frame-
work’’), and encourages them to work close-
ly with the United Nations, the African
Union, the International Conference on the
Great Lakes Region, the Southern African
Development Community, as guarantors of
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